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TAGS: PEOR EG IS 
SUBJECT: PRESS MATTERS 

REF: (A) STATE 037596; (B) CAIRO 2014 

1. GENERAL SIILASVUO MET EOR TWO HOURS WITH GENERAL 
MAGDUB AND OTHER GOE REPRESENTATIVES TODAY. THIS 
AETERNOON HE BRIEEED ME ON THE RESULTS OE THAT SESSION AS 
IT APPLIES TO PRESS OPERATIONS AND EUTURE PRESS POLICY. 

2. ON EEBRUARY 22 THE EGYPTIAN PRESS WILL BE INVITED TO 

THE EGYPTIAN BOUNDARY AT CHECKPOINT ALEA WHERE THERE WILL 
BE ELAG RAISING CEREMONY EOLLOWED BY A BRIEFING BY THE UNEE 
COMMANDER, LT. GENERAL LILJESTRAND. EOLLOWING THIS THE 
EGYPTIAN PRESS WIT T, BE TAKEN TO E-I (THE ELAG IS ALREADY UP). 
WHENA ASKED BY GENERAL SIILASVUO WHETHER THE EGYPTIAN 
PRESS WOULD VISIT THE SEM THE ANSWER WAS "NO". 

2. GENERAL SIILASVUO STATED THAT IE THE ISRAELIS PRESS 
CAME THEY WOULD BE RECEIVED AT CHECKPOINT CHART IF. IN 
GIDDI EAST PASS AND GIVEN A BRIEEING BY LT. GENERAL 
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BUFFER ZONE, SINCE ISRAELIS HAVE MADE IT CLEAR NONE WILL BE INVITED 
TO VISIT 1-1. THIS DECISION FOLLOWED OUR DISCUSSION AS TO 
WHETHER THE ISRAELI PRESS MIGHT REQUEST A VISIT TO THE SFM. 

3. GENERAL SIILASVUO SAID THAT HE HAD INFORMED THE GOE REPRES- 
SENTATIVES THAT "POST FEBRUARY 22" UN PRESS POLICY IN THE 
BUFFER ZONE WOULD BE THAT ANY ENTRY BY THE PRESS WOULD BE 

A UN DECISION. FOR EXAMPLE, HE STATED THAT IE THE 
EGYPTIAN PRESS WISHED TO VISIT E-1 HE WOULD OF COURSE MAKE 
THE DECISION AFTER ASCERTAINING THE EGYPTIAN GOVERNMENT'S 
APPROVAL. HE SAID THAT NO REFERENCE TO "POST FEBRUARY 22" 

VISITS BY THE ISRAELI PRESS TO THE BUFFER ZONE HAD BEEN MADE. 

4. GENERAL SIILASVUO MADE NO DISTINCTION IN REFERRING TO THE 
"EGYPTIAN PRESS" AND THE "ISRAELI PRESS" AS TO WHETHER 
JOURNALISTS WERE EGYPTIAN OR ISRAELI OR REPRESENTATIVES OF 
THE INTERNATIONAL PRESS STATIONED IN EACH COUNTRY. HE HAS 
IN THE PAST TENDED TO LUMP THEM TOGETHER FOR THE PURPOSE 
OF PRESS POLICY AS OUTLINED ABOVE. 

5. GENERAL SIILASVUO MADE A SPECIAL POINT OF ASKING WHETHER 
OR NOT THERE WOULD BE A CEREMONY AT THE SFM BASE CAMP 

AND STATED THAT HE WOULD WISH TO ATTEND BUT COULD NOT COME 
UNTIL ABOUT 1400 HOURS. I STATED THAT VERIFICATION INSPECTIONS 
WOULD BE HELD AS ORIGINALLY AGREED COMMENCING 0800 AND THAT, 

IF ALL COMMUNICATION AND EQUIPMENT CHECKS WERE POSITIVE, 

WOULD SEND THE TELEGRAM ACTIVATING THE SFM AT 1200. HE WOULD 
BE WELCOME TO COME AT 1400 HOURS WHEN I PROPOSED TO ADDRESS 
SFM PERSONNEL WHO WERE NOT ON DUTY PRIMARILY TO THANK THEM FOR 
ALL THEY HAVE DONE TO MAKE IT POSSIBLE TO ACTIVIATE THE SFM ON 
FEBRUARY 22. GENERAL SIILASVUO INDICATED THAT HE WOULD LIKE TO SAY 
A FEW WORDS TO EXPRESS HIS ADMIRATION OF WHAT THE SFM PERSONNEL HAD 
DONE IN SO SHORT A TIME AND TO ASSURE THEM OF HIS 
CONTINUING INTEREST IN THE PROGRAM AND THEIR WELLBEING. 

IN ADDITION TO THE GUESTS AT THAT OCCASION MENTIONED IN 
REF B GENERAL SIILASVUO ASKED IF HE COULD BRING MR. 

JONAH FROM THE OFFICE OF THE UNDERSECRETARY GENERAL FOR 
POLITICAL AFFAIRS, SUBJECT TO APPROVAL FROM THE DEPARTMENT 
HE WILL BE INVITED. AFTER THE REMARKS BY GENERAL SIILASVUO 
THERE WILL HOPEFULLY BE A GLASS OF CHAMPAGNE (PROBABLY 
IN A PAPER CUP) FOR EVERYONE AND EVERYONE WILL THEN 
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